
PAXLOVID is a medicine used to treat COVID-19 in adults who are 
more likely to get really sick and end up in the hospital or dying.

COVID-19 is caused by a virus that has 
made people sick all around the world. 
Some people do not get very sick, but 
others can get really sick and may even die. 
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What is COVID-19?

What is PAXLOVID? 
PAXLOVID is a medicine that stops the virus that causes 
COVID-19 from making copies of itself and spreading 
throughout your body. 
PAXLOVID is made up of 2 different tablets: nirmatrelvir and 
ritonavir. You must take both of these for PAXLOVID to work. 

How should I store PAXLOVID? 

Understanding 
your medicine 
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Why should I take PAXLOVID?

People with certain health problems have a higher 
chance of getting really sick from COVID-19.1, 2 

Away from 
children

Away from 
water

Not in 
the car

Away from 
windowsAway from moisture, heat or sunlight.

In a cool dry place below 25°C.

I will keep my PAXLOVID:

Start Treatment NOW. 
Paxlovid works best if you start 
taking it as soon as possible, 
within 5 days, after finding out 
you have COVID-19.
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How do I take PAXLOVID?
Take tablets every 12 hours for 5 days

Your doctor will tell you how many tablets to take.

It’s important to take all your doses, even if you start to feel better.
You should start feeling better within 3 to 5 days. Talk to your doctor if you 
do not feel better after 5 days, or if you start to feel worse.

Do NOT give your 
medicine to anyone 
else, even if they 
have COVID-19 too.

When will I start to feel better?

Will the medicine make me feel sick?
Like all medicines, PAXLOVID can cause side effects. Tell your doctor if you do not feel well.
Some side effects from PAXLOVID can be:

This information does not replace conversation with your doctor. Talk to your 
doctor if you have any concerns or questions about taking PAXLOVID.

Vomiting 
(throwing up) 

Diarrhoea (loose 
bowels or loose stool)

Headache High blood 
pressure

Achy, sore or 
weak muscles

Change in taste 
or metallic taste

Swallow the tablets whole with or without food.  
Do not chew or crush.

Nirmatrelvir Ritonavir

If you forget to take a dose:
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Do NOT take 2 doses at one time.

Skip that dose and take the next dose at the time you are supposed to. 

8:00 AM 8:00 PM

DAY: 1 2 3 4 5

MORNING:

EVENING:

Tell your doctor if:

You have kidney problems You take other medicines or vitamins You could be pregnant Breastfeeding
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